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Dear Friends, 

 

Thank you to all who attended the Friends of the Corona Public Library’s Annual Meeting on July 
26

th
.  We were able to conduct our business, elect our new slate of officers for the next two 

years, and award many of our fabulous Friends volunteers for their time and efforts to make the 
Friends so successful.  It is always an enjoyable evening and we were honored to have our 
Mayor Karen Spiegel and Vice Mayor Eugene Montanez in attendance (both very loyal Friends 
members) as well as Trustees Wes Speake and Len Enlow, not to mention about 60 other great 
Friends. 

 

Abigail Schellberg, Asst. Library Director, installed the newly elected officers.  They are – 

 

President Kathy Wright 

Vice President Mary Brownlow 

Secretary Susie Rawson 

Treasurer Gretchen Doughty 

Members-At-Large: 

Jan Armijo – Adopt-A-Book and BookShop Liaison 

Robin Hoklotubbe – Author events and Publicity 

Terri Jaggers – Fundraising 

Deanna Maxell – eNewsletter 

Beverly Smallwood and Jacquelyn Young – Membership 

Past President Carol Ackerman 

 

Thank you to these Board members for stepping forward and serving the Friends.  The Friends 
Board looks forward to a highly successful and productive two years.  Our focus is to continue 
our successful fundraising through the BookShop and other events such as Purse-A-Palooza 
and Ladders and Linguine in order to better support the Library and the programs offered to our 
community.  We will also be focusing on Community Outreach to get the word out about how 
wonderful our library is.  We all know it is a jewel in the crown of Corona, but so many people still 
haven’t stepped foot in it.  We want that to change!! 

 

Thank you for your support and your help towards achieving our goals! 

 

Fondly, 

Kathy Wright 

President 
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On a warm September afternoon a group of children waited anxiously for the bright and colorful LaRS 
(Library and Recreation Services) van to pull up to Citrus Park.  The group grew larger as Amy Luke, 
Outreach Coordinator, arrived and set up her table of Friends and library flyers and a special craft table.  
The children quickly gathered around to make a picture of a tractor (putting John Deere to shame with 
their creative masterpieces).   

The Mayor Karen Spiegel, Corona Public Library Trustees, Friends Board members, Parks Commission-
ers, Library Staff David Montgomery-Scott and Abigail Schellberg, former Foundation members, a former 
librarian, parents and other dignitaries arrived for the official ribbon cutting.  Terri Jaggers and Susie 
Rawson, former Foundation Presidents and currently active Friends Board members, held the scissors 
to officially cut the ribbon. 

 

The story of the LaRS van began over two years ago.  
The purchase of it was the last act of the now dissolved 
Corona Library Foundation.  They gave the money for 
the van to the library before their dissolution in Decem-
ber 2016.  LaRS, lovingly nicknamed “Hans,” took a cir-
cuitous rout to arrive in Corona (because of a cupholder) 
he was made in Spain and started his journey to America 
at the time of Hurricane Harvey, Irma and Maria.  The 
LaRS van was most likely as glad to touch the ground in 
America as Columbus was over 500 years ago!  Once he 
arrived a wrap was voted on, the inside was designed with special shelving and he was ready to roll.  
The LaRS van has visited parks, schools, and other events throughout the community since its arrival. 

 

Many of the Foundation members became active members of the Friends, joining the Board and serving 
on committees.  The Friends is thrilled to have been able to assist in the LaRS van, to celebrate it and 
hold an official ribbon cutting. 

 

A special thanks to Robin Hoklotubbe, Member-At-Large, for coordinating the event and making LaRS 
official.  We hope it will be the first in a fleet of vans that can serve our community.  The ribbon cutting 

was topped off by iced coffee and donuts as 
we partnered with the new Dunkin’ at the 
corner of Ontario and Fullerton.  Look for 
LaRS traveling through the city – it is hard 
to miss!! 

LaRS Mobile On-the-Go Dedication 
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It’s fall and time to put away your 
spring and summer purses and bring 
out the ones for fall.  Take a look at 
your purses – are you tired of some 
of them?  Want new (or almost new) 
ones to use for a while?  Then mark 
your calendar for the Friends of the 
Corona Public Library’s 1

st
 Annual 

Purse-A-Palooza event.  We have 
several designer bags that will be 
available through a silent auction as 
well as many, many purses priced 
from $1.00 and up.  Come grab 
some great deals!! 

 

The Friends is holding its first Purse-
A-Palooza event on November 10, 
2018 from 9:00 – 1:00 p.m. in the 
Corona Public Library’s Community 
Room.  We are selling gently used or 
new purses, accessories (wallets, 
coin purses), jewelry, scarves and 

other wonderful things.  The proceeds will go to Adopt-A-Book which means for 
every dollar earned at Purse-A-Palooza the Friends will match to give the library 
money for new books for the shelves. 

 

Purses are being collected through November 1st in the BookShop inside the 
library, at the Circle City Center on Main, the Women’s Club, and the United 
Methodist Church.  Refreshments will be available on the day of the event also.  
So mark your calendars and tell your friends to plan on joining us on November 
10

th
 from 9:00-1:00 in the Corona Library’s Community Room. 

Purse-A-Palooza 



 

There are already reminders that the holidays are on their way.  
Stores are selling decorations, Facebook has posts reminding us 
of the number of weeks until Christmas, and even the BookShop 
has held their “Christmas in August” sale!  We are planning the 
Friends Holiday Music schedule as well.  Please mark your 
calendars for the first three Tuesdays in December from 6:00 – 
7:30 p.m. in the Children’s section and join us.  It is a great way 
to kick off the holidays and stay enthused with holiday spirit.  

 

December 4 – Santiago High School Madrigals 

December 11 – Still to be confirmed, but it will be good!! 

December 18  - Alfredo Ortiz, World Renown Harpist  (Alfredo 
recently went to Colunbia, Venezuela to play and be honored 
with a special award.  We are so lucky to have him in our 
community!) 

 

In addition to these wonderful choirs and world renown performer 
who will sing and play for us we will be having special activities 
and guests.  Santa will be visiting, we will have a special holiday 
crafts and a scavenger hunt along with a delicious treat and hot 
chocolate.  There will also be a special Holiday Opportunity 
Basket and tickets will be available at all three concerts.  Our 
lucky winner will be named on December 18

th
. 

 

Help us usher in the holidays by planning on attending these 
concerts.  Invite your friends and neighbors, too! 

Here They Come A Caroling… 

Page 5 



Fall, 2018 

Jacquelyn Young was awarded the 2018 Sunshine Award for 
brightening up the Friends BookShop with her cheerful and 
always positive attitude. 

Hoorah for 2018 Sunshine Award Winners 
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Jean Dixon received this award for her always friendly, cheerful 

willingness to help out in anyway she can. Customers and co-

BookShop staffers are always glad to see her smiling face. 



The Annual Meeting was held in late July.  This meeting is organized to provide Friends 
members with information on the funds raised during the year and the project supported in the 
Library.  Here are some of the highlights from this year’s Annual Meeting, “Orange You Glad 
You’re A Friend?”  

 

Library Programs supported by the Friends 

 -Summer Reading Program 

 -McNaughton Book Lease 

 -Teen Programs and Events 

 -National Library Appreciation Week activities 

 -Children’s Programs 

 -Holiday Music Program (December) 

 -Spring Music Program (March/April) 

 

Purchases made by the Friends for the Library 

 -Weekly maintenance of the aquarium and purchased additional fish 

 -Additional copies of books prior to author events 

 -Pages Monthly News 

 -Monthly Calendar of Library events and programs 

 -LaRS On-the-Go Mobile Van (Foundation money) 

 

BookShop and Friends Volunteers   Membership (7/1/17-6/30/18)  

 

 BookShop Sales   = $78,623.26   NEW  =  78   (GOAL = 60!!)  

 Internet Sales       = $22,046.12   RENEWALS  =  65  

 TOTAL SALES      = $100,669.38   LIFETIME MEMBERS = 98 (+3) 

 

Additional Donations 

   Adopt-A-Books 

Donations (including Friends match) =  $8,331.24 

        •     Equals approximately 333.6 new books for the library 
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...and the highlights continue 
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The 2016-2018 Board of Directors for the Friends.  Saying thank you for a job 

well done the past two years.  

From the Left: Kathy Wright, President; Mary Brownlow, Vice-President; Terri 

Jaggers, Member at Large for Fundraising; Susie Rawson Secretary; Jan 

Armijo, Treasurer; Deanna Maxell, Newsletter Editor; Abbie Schellberg, 

Assistant Library and Recreation Director; Amy Taupule, Membership & Adopt-a-

Book; Tacy Bensiek, Past-president and Bookshop Committee chair; Carol 

Ackerman, Past-president. 

Volunteers who volunteered over 150 hours during the 2017-2018 year.  

From left: Bob Lancaster, John Bloechle, Shirley Kirkendal, Teresa Holling,  

Amy Taupule, Donna Teeter, Beverly Smallwood, Jackie Young, Amy Cao, Jan 

Armijo,  Ed Armijo, and Dottie Laird. 

...and  even more. 
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Please join us in welcoming Beverly Smallwood and Jacquelyn 
Young to the 2018-2020 Friends Board.  They are serving 
together as Members-At-Large with the responsibility of 
Membership.. Both Beverly and Jacquelyn are BookShop 
volunteers and wanted to participate a little more in other aspects 
of the Friends.  They have set a goal to find 75 new members this 
year, increase renewals and hopefully add a Lifetime membership 
or two.  We look forward to working with them on the Board and for their enthusiasm and 
dedication to the Friends and its goals.  We are glad to have these two hard-working, dedicated 
Friends join us. 

 

We are also welcoming back Gretchen Doughty as our new Treasurer.  
Gretchen served on the Board for several years in a variety of positions.  She is 
also the President of the Education Foundation for the CNUSD and has been 
substituting at the District Office.  We are glad to have Gretchen back – she is 
one to jump in and help wherever needed.  She will be as protective of the 
Friends money and diligent in her bookkeeping following in the tradition of our 
long time Treasurer, Jan Armijo.  Welcome back Gretchen!  It is so great to work 
with you again. 

 

Jan Armijo, while not “new” to the Friends Board, having just completed a 7-
year term as treasurer, finds herself in a new position.  Jan is now a Member-At
-Large with her focus being Adopt-A-Book and serving as the BookShop 
Liaison.  Jan will keep the Board aware of what is happening in the BookShop, 
what is going on with the BookShop Operations Committee’s work, and vice 
versa.  Jan is also passionate about Adopt-A-Book, a WIN – WIN for the library 
and the Friends.  She loves to have people use Adopt-A-Book because for 
every dollar donated, the Friends match it.  As our long time treasurer, she 
loved seeing $20 turn into $40 – all given to the library for books. 

 

Welcome to these dedicated Friends.  It is a pleasure to have each of you on the Board and 
working on supporting the Friends goals and direction. 

New Board Members 
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Willing participants please apply!! 
 

CONSIDER BECOMING A  "FRIEND OF 
THE CORONA PUBLIC LIBRARY” 

 
 
 

FUN-LOVING 

 

ENTHUSIASTIC 

 

ENERGETIC  

 

NEW  FRIENDS  
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Farewell to a very dedicated Friends volunteer, 
Donna Teeter will be leaving the Friends 
organization on October 12th.  She is moving into 
her new home in San Diego County to be closer to 
her children and precious grandchildren.  Donna 
has been a great asset taking care of the hardback 
fiction and children’s non-fiction as well as the buck-
a-bag section.   She has been with the Friends 
bookshop for the last four years.  Donna will be truly missed.  We wish her 
well as this new adventure begins for Donna and her husband Larry! 
  
 

John Bloechle was awarded the Friend of the Year Award for 2018.  John volun-
teers with the BookShop and helps sort books, price, and can most often be 
found downstairs in the "dungeon." 
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Friends of the Library Board 

President: Kathy Wright 

Vice-President: Mary Brownlow 

Secretary: Susie Rawson 

Treasurer: Gretchen Doughty 

 

Members-At-Large: 

Deanna Maxell, Newsletter Editor 

Jacqueline Youngy & Beverly Smallwood,  Membership, 

Robin Hoklotubbe, Author  Events/Publicity 

Terri Jaggers, Fundraising 

Jan Armijo, Adopt-A-Book and BookShop Laison 

HELP WANTED – 

The Friends Board is in need of a Hospitality Chairperson to help with special 
events.  The Hospitality Chairman helps coordinate food for special 
events, shops for necessary supplies and sets up the coffee/tea 
service.  The Hospitality Chairperson is welcome to attend Friends 
Board meetings, but does not have to do so.  We are looking to 
form a committee to assist the Hospitality Chairperson.  The 
amount of time involved varies, but the average is no more than 2 
hours a month. 

Please contact Kathy Wright at  allwright91552@gmail.com if you have questions 
or are interested in serving as Hospitality Chairperson. 

Membership would like to echo the President’s sentiment on a wonderful, well -
attended Annual Meeting on July 26, 2018 and to welcome new and renewing 
members: 

 

Thank you everyone and especially Amy Taupule for her help in the transition to 

new membership chairpersons, Jacqueline Young and Beverly Smallwood. 

Let the Adventures Begin! 

July: Sylvia Barnette, James Brown, Stephen and Marina Burke, Vivian Harris, 
Jami Merchant, Carole Rountree, Ruth Mary Siegrist PHD,. Brisa Wiemiller and 
Tamara Willis,. August: Janet Adams, Gail Atwood, Bernadette Castro, Robin 
Gardner, Tami Lincoln, Pam Weckerly. September: Shelah Kay Bradshaw, 
Susan Carroll, AnnMarie Edmond, Deborah Gortler, and Robin McCoy. 
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