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Meet the Author 

And you have two ways to join in the fun! 

 1. You can attend the exclusive ticketed reception with  Mary Alice Monroe beginning at 5:30 p.m. for appetizers,,  

desserts, wine and beer.  You will also receive first choice seating.  Sorry no tickets sold at the door. Tickets  now on 

sale in the FOL BookShop and  online at:   http://www.friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com/corona-library-

calendar.html 

  2. Or you can attend the FREE author program  beginning at 7:00 p.m.  Doors open at 6:45 pm.  Seating is  on a first

-come-first serve basis.  

 Also, please save the date for our 5th Annual  Author Luncheon featuring crime, mystery and thriller  authors!  This 

popular event will be held on Saturday, 

 October 21 beginning at 12 pm. Authors will be announced at a later date. 

  We hope to see you on July 28!   Robin Hoklotubbe  Board member and Author Committee Chair 
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Dear Friends, 

 

 

. 

 

 

From the President’s Desk 

We have two author events this 

summer.  The first is June 29
th
 at 7:00 

p.m. in the Community Room.  This 

event is free and we hope many of you 

will come out to meet Lisa Wingate.  

Her latest book , Before We Were 

Yours, is a fascinating, historical fiction 

piece on adoption practices in 1939.  

July, 28
th
 will be a Meet and Greet with 

New York Times best selling author 

Mary Alice Monroe a prolific writer 

who’s recent book, Beach House For 

Rent, just went on sale.  The first part of 

the afternoon will be a ticketed event 

followed by a 7:00 p.m. author chat 

open to the public.  Please mark your 

calendars and join us for these two 

award-winning authors.  Tickets may be 

purchased for the event with Mary Alice 

Monroe on the Friends website or in the 

BookShop 

The Friends Membership year runs 
through June 30

th
 so there is still time if you 

need to renew your membership for the 
2017-2018 year.  The best $15 you can 
spend to support the Friends and all that is 
done to enhance our library.  If you need an 
additional application for membership stop 
by the BookShop Front Desk and ask a 
volunteer – they are always willing to help. 

The Annual Meeting and Dinner will 
be held on August 10, 2017 from 5:30 
– 8:00 p.m.  This is an opportunity for 
all current Friends members to get 
together, hear what has been 
accomplished and what the plans are 
for the next year.  We hope you will 
join us this year. 

Happy Summer! 

 

Kathy Wright 

President, Friends of the Corona Public Library 

The BookShop continues to be the “best bookshop in our area” and 

thanks to the generous donations of our community members, our 

sales have been steady.  Did you know we have hard working, 

extremely knowledgeable volunteers who busily post books and 

other media via Amazon and eBay for people to purchase online?  

This has been a nice stream of income for the BookShop where 

recently a comic book sold for $250 on eBay! 

Summer is here!  School is out!  Vacations and “staycations” are planned.  As the 
temperatures rise outside, the 2016-2017 fiscal year comes to a close.  It has been ‘ 

another successful one for the Friends of the Corona Public Library.   



Ladders and Linguine  
Save the Date !!! 
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The annual library fundraiser, Ladders and Linguine, will be sponsored next 

year by the Friends of the Library.  It will be held on Thursday, February 22, 

2018. 

In the past, the Library Foundation has organized this event, however, with 

its dissolution this spring, several 

of the members moved to the 

Friends and along with a new 

committee, will be continuing this 

fabulous fundraiser in support of 

the Library. 

The committee is already meeting 

and developing new ideas to make 

this a unique event.  Please save 

this date and we will keep you 

posted as to when tickets go on 

sale.  If you’d like to sponsor the 

event, be a part of the committee 

or need more information, please email Terri Jaggers at            

TNTJaggers@sbcglobal.net 

Entry fee will include a delicious catered pasta dinner with complimentary 

wine and/or beer and dessert. As always, Corona’s firemen and women will 

help serve the meal.  A  DJ and raffle with at least 25 baskets and auction 

items will round out the evening.  



 www.friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com/  
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Summer Reading—Get with the Program! 
  
I remember the summer after high school graduation. There were few 
immediate job prospects, so I worked around my parents’ home and yard while 
submitting applications and waiting for some response. I eventually got a job, 
but can’t remember what I did that summer of 1981. What I do remember were 
the hours spent over one week reading every page of JRR Tolkien’s Lord of 
the Rings and its prequel, The Hobbit. What rich language and wonderfully 
visual depictions—I could see everything. I was there when the trolls readied 
to eat Bilbo and his company of dwarves. I felt their hot breath and smelled the 
odors rising from their boiling pot as they argued over how best to prepare 
their catch. I was in Fangorn with Merry and Pippin waiting in frustration for 
Treebeard to bring news from the Ent Council—they would not join the fight. My sword was raised 
beside those of Elves and men as the Orc, Dunlending, and Uruk armies amassed at the Hornburg. 
I heard Gimli and Legolas counting their kills as enemies fell to axe, arrow, and sword. I saw, 
distantly, the rustle of trees as defeated Uruk fled into the forest following the battle—many never 
escaped. The ground shook at Pelennor Fields when Eowyn, seeing her uncle, King Theoden, 
mortally wounded, declared “but no living man am I!” and struck the Witch King dead. Finally, there 
was the “plop” and “bloop” as the one ring disappeared into the Mordorian fires from which it was 
fashioned on Mount Doom. With its destruction, Sauron’s influence ceased, his wicked legions 
scattered, and the Third Age closed. 
  
I was exhilarated and exhausted. I also headed to the library for more great fantasy literature. I 
found Michael Moorcock, Ross Anton Coe, Stephen R. Donaldson, Piers Anthony, and others. 
There were some really terrific novels, but the story-telling magnitude of The Lord of the Rings was 
ever unmatched. 
  
While teaching at Oxford, Tolkien started the epic when he wrote on a blank sheet of paper: “In a 
hole in the ground there lived a hobbit.” Those few words became the start of what remain among 
my very favorite reads. They have since become favorites of my son as they are of so many people 
all over the world—even 62 years after the final volume The Return of the King was published. 

Tolkien had written for a much younger audience than a recent high 
school graduate. In fact, it was a review of The Hobbit by his ten 
year old son that convinced the publisher, Stanley Unwin, to print 
the book. With the success of The Hobbit, the publisher requested a 
sequel. The three volumes comprising The Lord of the Rings were 
published between 1954 and 1955. They have only increased in 
popularity since. Amazon customers, in 1999, rated the trilogy their 
favorite book of the millennium. The novels were made into a major 
film series in the early 2000s, which introduced the works to a 
whole new generation of readers—my children included. 

Christopher Lee, who portrayed Saruman in the film series, claims to have read all of the books 
annually for many years. Perhaps, it’s your turn to give them a read. 
  
While I read every summer (and all year long) since, no summer reading has had the same impact 
as LOTR. I still, however, read in anticipation of someday having a similar lasting experience. How 
about you? What’s on your summer reading list? If you haven’t already, come to the Corona Public 
Library and join the Summer Reading Program. It’s easy to do: sign up, read books, and win prizes. 
While at the library, stop by the Friends Book Store. You’ll be surprised at what you might find in the 
way of summer reading and most pleased with the prices. They almost always have copies of 
Tolkien’s terrific novels. 
- David Montgomery Scott, Library and Recreation Services Director  
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President: Kathy Wright 

Vice-President: Mary Brownlow 

Secretary: Susie Rawson 

Treasurer: Jan Armijo 

 

Friends of the Library Board 

Meet a Friend..Make a Friend 

Members-At-Large: 

Deanna Maxell, Newsletter Editor 

Amy Tapule, Membership, Adopt-a-Book 

Robin Hoklotubbe, Author Programs 

Terri Jaggers, Library Foundation 

 www.friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com/  

Board Treasurer:  Jan Armijo 
 

Jan has lived in Corona for 30 years.  She is married to Ed Armijo who she says she fell in love with ‘at 

first sight’, at the age of fourteen!  They have been married for 45 years.  Ed is also a Friend of the 

Library and volunteers on the BookShop Operations Team in charge of stock intake.  Jan came to the 

Friends because of Ed’s participation as a volunteer.  She was asked by Tacy Bensiek to join the 

Board as Treasurer.  Jan and Ed have three children:  Chris, 

Catherine and Craig.  Chris is married to Erika and they have 

three children, all boys, Roman, Julian and Adrian.  Daughter 

Catherine and her husband have added two more grandsons 

for Ed and Jan to spoil and love. Jan and Ed enjoy attending 

their grandchildren’s school events and sporting activities. 

 

Jan worked in the medical field as a receptionist for a 

pediatric office for 20 years and moved up the ranks until she 

was the office manager when she retired from that field of 

work.  She says she was fortunate and was offered a job 

with the City of Corona in 2000 where she worked in the 

Department of Water and Power, Finance and Business 

License for 11 years before she retired in December of 2011. 

 

Along with volunteering for the Friends as Treasurer, Jan 

spends volunteer hours working at the BookShop Office Assistant, and takes responsibility for 

communicating BookShop information to the general membership.  She also volunteers at her church, 

counting money twice a month. 

 

Jan states, “I feel I have had a blessed life and I wanted to give back to the community we have lived in 

for the past 30 years. The Friends of the Corona Public Library gives back to the Library and its 

programs which benefits the community.  I don’t know as much about the books and authors but with a 

finance back ground I have brought my new ideas to the Board.  I think it is important to listen to new 

ideas of new members and make changes as necessary, after all change is good and it keeps our 

minds sharp and active as we get older.”  



 

The ongoing Legacy Path fundraiser is kicking into high gear.  Bricks 

are available now:  4 x 8” are $125 and 8 x 8” are $250.  You can 

order them through the Friends of the Library portal on the Corona 

Public Library website, or flyers are available at the kiosk when you 

walk into the library. 

 

Bricks are a wonderful way to celebrate a birth, birthday, anniversary, 

graduation, promotion and/or memorialize a loved one.  All profits help 

the Friends of the Library support the efforts of our wonderful facility.  

Be a Part of History 
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“You can never get a cup of tea large enough or a book long enough to suit me.”  
― C.S. Lewis 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1069006.C_S_Lewis


FYI….. 
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Have you renewed your membership? 

The Friends of the Library membership is one of 

the best bargains in the City. For the small 

Individual price of $15.00 a year, or any one of 

the membership categories below,  you receive: 

• A Loyalty card, Each time you purchase 

$5.00 worth of books in the Bookshop the 

card is punched. After $50.00 in book 

purchases, the card is redeemed for $5.00 

toward a book purchase, and you receive 

another Loyalty card. 

• An invitation to the Annual Meeting dinner 

• 10% off everyday purchases of books at the 

Bookshop 

Membership Dues 

$10 Student for One Year 

$15 Individual for One Year 

$30 Individual for Three Years 

$25 Family for One Year 

$60 Family for Three Years 

$60 Organization/Business 

$60 Patron 

$250 Lifetime Membership, 

Includes individuals and couples. 

For more information check at the 

Sales Desk in the BookShop or 

the Friends’ website at 
www.friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com/  


