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The Wall That Heals, a three-quarter scale replica of the Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial along with a mobile Education Center, is coming to the City of 

Corona from October 15 through October 18, 2020. The exhibit will be on 

display at Santana Park and will be open 24 hours a day and free to the 

public. The Wall That Heals honors the more than three million Americans 

who served in the U.S. Armed forces in the Vietnam War and it bears the 

names of the 58,276 men and women who made the ultimate sacrifice in 

Vietnam. 

The Friends of the Corona Public Library are working on a free author 
event on Saturday, October 17 featuring authors who have written books 

about or on the Vietnam War experience.   

“Like” us on FaceBook to stay informed. 
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We are crossing our fingers that on Saturday, August 29, we will be able to 
present our 3rd Annual Words with Wine featuring The New York Times 
Bestseller and Reese Witherspoon Book Club Pick  “From Scratch”, A Memoir 
of Love, Sicily, and Finding Home by author/actress Tembi Locke.   Tembi is 
currently starring in the new Netflix series “Never Have I Ever” which tells the 
story of the complicated life of a modern-day first generation Indian American 
teenage girl, inspired by Mindy Kaling's own childhood (Mindy is also the 
creator and executive producer of the show). We are hoping we will be able to 
offer this event and ticket sales are only available online at this time.   If we 
need to cancel, full refunds will be given. 
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Dear Friends, 

 

What a strange time we have found ourselves in --- truly something that could be 
written by a science fiction writer!  I hope this newsletter finds you and those close to 
you healthy and doing well. 

 

The Friends Board did not meet in April but resumed our regular meeting schedule in 
May via Zoom where we began to discuss what will happen when the library can 
reopen.  We will closely follow the guidelines set by the library and see what we need to 
do to re-open and to provide a safe experience for our patrons and our volunteers.  Our 
July Historical Fiction Authors Panel and Brunch, rescheduled from April, has had to be 
cancelled.  We are keeping our fingers crossed that the “Words With Wine” event with 
author Tembi Locke scheduled for the end of August will be able to be held. 

 

For the Friends, our major sources of fundraising opportunities are on hold.  There will 
be changes to our BookShop, our community outreach adventures, our special events, 
and our fundraising.  We are all navigating these new waters one stroke at time.  We 
will keep you all updated as we move forward. 

 

One thing we know for sure is that we cannot wait until the day we re-open, put the 
Friends tablecloth out and greet our community members and patrons with an elbow 
tap, virtual hug, and a huge smile underneath our masks!  Until that day know that we 
are thinking of you, missing you, and hoping that you stay healthy and safe.  So until 
the doors of the library open please wear a mask when out, stay six feet apart, and 
wash your hands!   

 

Fondly, 

Kathy Wright 

President, Friends of the Corona Public Library 

 

 

 

 

 



Since closing the Library’s doors in response to the pandemic and stay at home orders, Library staff 

have taken on a variety of projects. 

Working remotely, 19 of our full and part time staff were assigned to the City’s 

Covid-19 Info Line.  This was originally a 24 hour operation, including phone, 

email, and SMS responses to citizens with questions and concerns. 

This time was also utilized to clean up the Library’s database of materials, 

updating records with helpful information and correcting any errors that 

existed. 

Virtual LaRS was born when staff recorded storytimes and recreational activities that people could 

safely enjoy via social media, YouTube, and the department’s website.   

When given the opportunity, a curbside service was implemented at the end of May.  Click, Park, and 

Pick-Up gives users the opportunity to place items on hold (either via the MyLibro app or on the 

phone) and schedule a time to pick up those items.  Summer at Your Library is happening alongside 

this service with online registration and a location at Click, Park, and Pickup where activities are 

distributed and staff may assist with the online registration. 

Plans are in development to implement a cautious reopening, with a COVID Code of Conduct 

required to enter the building.  The initial goal is to reopen mid-July.  Safety measures include 

reduced hours of operation, metered entry by appointment to either browse the collection or reserve 

a computer.  CP&P will continue as we reopen to minimize the number of people in the building. 

To access materials and online programming, visit our Virtual LaRS location at: 

https://www.coronaca.gov/government/departments-divisions/library-recreation-services/virtual-lars 

We also offer a variety of eMedia that is accessible with your Corona Public Library Card: 

https://www.coronaca.gov/about-us/library/emedia 

If you do not currently have a Corona Public Library card, you can register for one online and have 

access to all of our digital materials: 

https://www.coronaca.gov/about-us/library/account-loan-limits 

And since you are likely enjoying an abundance of reading, please make time to register for the 

Summer at Your Library’s Dig Deeper reading challenge and log your minutes! 

https://www.coronaca.gov/government/departments-divisions/library-recreation-services/library/

summer-at-your-library 

We miss seeing our Friends and look forward to when we may safely welcome you all back, along 
with those we serve in our community! 

Corona Public Library:  Update on Services  
...Abbie Lenning 

 Asst Director, Library & Recreation Services,  

City of Corona  
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We are saddened to share with our Friends that longtime Friends member, and one 
of the original founders of the Friends of the Corona Public Library, Tacy Bensiek, 

passed away on March 20, 2020.   

Tacy and a group of friends with small children were looking for more offerings at the 
library for their children.  While taking a Children’s Literature class they spoke to their 
instructor, Dr. Dena Stallings, who suggested they form a Friends of the Library group 
to make their voices heard.  So they did and all these years later Tacy remained an 
active, integral part of the Friends.  Tacy served as President of the Friends, was 
appointed as Trustee for the library, and was always an active volunteer, training 

most of the BookShop volunteers.  Tacy helped work with the original used book table 
(a table in the library with a cash box bolted down and all books for sale for 25 cents!)  
and later was responsible for the growth from the table to a Friends bookshop. Tacy 
saw the Book Shop grow to the beautiful shop it is today, including Internet sales, 

raising close to $90,000+ a year to help support the library and its programs. 

There are no words to adequately express the appreciation for all Tacy and her 
husband Rich did for the Friends over the years.  They have left behind a wonderful 

legacy.  Tacy’s dedication and the thousands of hours she gave to the BookShop and 
the Friends will long be remembered. 

The Friends want to do an Adopt-A-Book donation in Tacy’s name.  She loved books 
and always supported anything that put books in the hands of library patrons.  The 

Adopt-A-Book program accomplishes this by acquiring books for the library.   We will 
be accepting donations in Tacy Bensiek’s name to match for the purchase of books to 
add to the library’s shelves.  Donations may be made in Tacy’s honor to the Friends 

of the Corona Public Library by going online to 
www.friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary..com                                                                    

or by physically mailing a donation to Friends of the Corona Public Library, 650 S. 
Main Street, Corona, CA, 92882 

 

Good-bye to Longtime Friend 

Tacy third from left.  Corona Independent, 1964 Press  Enterprise, 2014 
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As with most organizations, we started accumulating “stuff” after years and 

years of volunteering.  The Corona Friends of the Library has now been around 

for more than 50 years, so you can imagine that as we’ve grown and expanded 

we needed a bit more room to store our supplies. 

We house MOST of our Book Shop books in the garage before they go 

upstairs.  In February, the Library was able to give us some more room down in 

the garage and we now have a storage unit where we will begin storing dishes, 

signage, raffle items, and all donations other than 

books.  We were VERY happy to have help from 

our mayor and two councilmen to help us build 

the shelving units. 

Thank you Mayor Jim Steiner, Councilman Jason 

Scott and Councilman Wes Speake for helping 

us to construct shelves  at the end of February, 

just before the Library closed for the last four 

months.  We can’t wait to get in there again and 

start organizing!!!  

Terri Jaggers, Vice President 

Organizing is on the Calendar for Late Summer 
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Table Sponsors: 

Abbie Lenning & Library Staff 

ABC Hopes/Moore Family 

Allegra Printing 

Almasy Family 

Altura Credit Union 

Blue Star Mothers 

Bob Dressler 

Carol Ackerman 

Century 21 Now, Keller Williams, Prime 

Lending 

City of Corona Directors 

Corona Chamber of Commerce 

Corona Fire Assoc. #3757 

Corona General Employees Assoc. 

Corona Library Trustees 

Corona Police Command Staff 

Corona Police Officers Assoc. 

Corona Rotary Club 

Corona Supervisors Assoc. 

Corona-Norco Unified School District 

Corona-Norco YMCA 

Councilman Jason Scott 

CPI Properties 

Dr. Anthony Pirritano 

Estancia del Sol 

Hidden Valley Bridge Club 

Law Office of Brad Husen 

Len Enlow 

Mary Brownlow 

Monster Energy Co. 

Prado View Elementary 

Terri & Terry Jaggers 

Vulcan Materials Co. 

Woman’s Improvement Club 

Yorba Linda Friends of the Library 

2020 Ladders & Linguine is a HUGE Success 

When we were planning the 2020 Ladders & Linguine we had a hundred things to worry 

about…food, drink, raffle, music and the Friends president who fell ill the day before.  We 

would have NEVER thought to worry about a global pandemic.  We are so grateful that 

we were able to proceed with the annual L & L just before the country was shut down.   

Now that we have time to reflect on our fundraiser, we have dozens of people to thank.  It 

was a special L & L, because we decided to earmark all of the profit to the renovation of 

the Library’s Children’s Room.  Normally, we would have already had that finished and 

see hundreds of children enjoying it daily.  As we all know, the Library closed a few short 

weeks after L & L, so even though we profited just a few dollars under $22,000, the 

renovation is put on hold until the Library is “open” for business again.  

The Friends would like to thank the following event sponsor and table sponsors for 
helping us reach our 2020 Ladders and Linguine goal!! 

Thank you Gold Sponsor   Riverside County Board of Supervisors, District 2    
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The Friends of Corona Public Library  
Adopt-A-Book program is a way that 
you can help purchase books for the 
Corona Public Library.  The Friends 
will match all monies donated through 
the program. 
Your $25.00 becomes 50.00 in books 
and materials purchased. 
 
This program allows you to donate 
money in memory of, in honor of, or as 
a gift from a person you love and want 
to remember.   
There are many special occasions 
coming up that you might donate as a 
gift for a loved one such as Birthdays, 
Anniversaries, Graduations and 
Holidays.  What better way to 
celebrate your loved one than to have 
their name on the book plate in the 
book of a category you choose.  
 
Forms can be found in our bookshop 
and on our website.  
friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com. 
 

 

+ $ = 

http://friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com/
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With COVID 19 causing the Library and businesses to close, you 
can still support the Library through the Friends bookshop by 
purchasing books through our Amazon account. 
 
Click on the link below and shop our current selection of used 
books.  
Our Amazon store is at: amazon.com/shops/coronafriends.   
 
If you would like to donate money to help the Friends during this 
time you can go to our 
website www.Friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com, click on the 
Donate tab and go to the bottom of page and click on the donate 
button.   
The Friends of CPL appreciate all our members and hope you are 
safe and healthy during this trying time. 
Thank you for your support. 

The Friends of CPL have different sales 
monthly.  Our sales are based on the amount 
of inventory donated by the community.   
To receive an alert of  of upcoming sales, add 
your email address to the sign up sheet at the 
front desk in our bookshop. 
There are special sales all year round, such 
as  "Christmas in July or August".  This sale 
brings all our Christmas and holiday items up 
for a special sale just for our patrons.   
 
The Friends of CPL bookshop wants to thank 
you, our members, for your donations and 
telling your friends about our bookshop.  We 
would not be able to support the Corona 
Public Library programs as successfully as 
we do without each of you. 

The Bookshop 

You can still support the Friends and Library  

http://amazon.com/shops/coronafriends
http://www.friendsofthecoronapubliclibrary.com/


Your Friends Membership team hopes everyone is safe and well during these (Trying )

 times. We very much miss seeing and being together with you. 
Enclosed are a few photos of the  Friend's exciting events this past year. The year is going 
so fast that the fun seems so long ago. 
 

There was: 
•   The Christmas Music Concert featuring Norco High School, held in the 

Library Community FAM Room 
•   The Corona Tree Lighting Ceremony held at the City Hall 
•   The Corona Spring Musical at City Hall 
. 
As a reminder the Annual Friends 
Membership Renewals were due in 
June but due to COVID 19 and 
Library closure, renewal notices are 
pending Library  Bookshop reopening 
DTBA. Please continue to support 
the Friends of Corona Public Library. 
WE COULD NOT DO IT WITHOUT 
YOU 
 
The Membership team is looking 
forward to yearly upcoming events 
and more to come... 
Virtual Friends Annual Meeting in August DTBA 
National Friends of the Library Week Oct, 20-26 2020 
Chocolate Friend-zy Membership Drive DTBA 
National Library Week Ice Cream Soda Days April 19-25-21 
Planning Possible: Upcoming Drive by Drop Off Membership Renewal Drive. Stay tuned 

for more details  

MEMBERSHIP NEWS... 
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The Membership team is sending inspiration, encouragement, strength and well 

wishes to those who have had to undergo medical procedures and or illness or any-

one who has been affected by this Covid-19 pandemic. It has been a tough year for 

some of our volunteers and members. 

   

 If there is anyone we missed, please owe it to our heads, and not our hearts! 

 

Karen Bradley 

Kathy Wright 

Dottie Laird 

Joyce Lyons 

Erica Letts 

Carol Ackerman 

Jean Dickson 

Russ Marshall 

Amy Cao 

MORE MEMBERSHIP NEWS... 

Friends of CPL would like to thank Dottie Laird for her time and effort in displaying 

the old books in the display case across from the Bookshop in the hallway of the 

Library. These books are picked out with care by our volunteers who feel they are 

collectible treasures and  they would be an exceptional purchase. Books have 

included first editions, limited editions, early repair manuals and instruction books, 

classic fiction, song books, books with valuable illustrations, historical controversial 

titles and more, there is always something different. The value is carefully 

researched  by Dottie and other volunteers and beautiful signs with pricing meant  for 

our customers are made. The  prices are always less 

than eBay and other Internet book dealers are asking.  

You will continually get great deals in the Friends 

bookshop. Next time you are in to purchase a current 

best-seller at a reduced price, stop by and see our 

display case with our special treasures and collectible 

books. All of the books and items in the Bookshop are 

donated by our community. Thank you and keep the donations coming.  

Summer/Fall, page eleven 



Summer/Fall 2020 page twelve 

Many Belated Happy Returns of the Day to the Friends Volunteers 
Whose Birthdays Have Passed. 

April Birthdays 

Mary Brownlow 

Dottie Laird 

Pat Hopkins 

John Farr 

May Birthdays 

Laura Seltzer 

Melinda Knapick 

Don Hunt 

We hope you each had a very memorable day in this very unusual year! 

 

On Friday, March 13, the Friends of the Corona Public Library hosted mega-star author Heather 
Morris, the author of #1 NYT and International Best-Selling books “The Tattooist of Auschwitz 
and “Cilka’s Journey”.  Thank you to everyone who joined us.  This free author program was well 
attended and Heather engaged us all with her stories of how the book came about, her research 
and the special friendship she made with the real Tattooist of Auschwitz, Lali Sokolov. Thank 
you also to Adventures by the Book for assisting with the event and being our bookseller. 
We originally scheduled our 4th Annual Historical Fiction Author Brunch for April 25 but due to 
COVID-19, we rescheduled the event to July 25. Once again we had an extraordinary line-up of 
best-selling authors such as Martha Hall Kelley, Karen White and Kristin Harmel to name a few 
but in the end we had to cancel the event altogether in late June as the library is not ready to 
host large groups due to the virus.  Rest assured the Historical Fiction Author Brunch will return 
in 2021! 
 

Author Events Update: 
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Friends of the Library Board 

President: Kathy Wright 

Vice-President: Terri Jaggers 

Secretary: Susie Rawson 

Treasurer: Gretchen Doughty 

 

Members-At-Large: 

Dottie Laird: ENewsletter Editor 

Jan Armijo: Adopt-a-Book, Bookshop Liaison 

Robin Hoklotubbe: Author events, Publicity 

Jacqueline Young and Beverly Smallwood: Mem-

bership 

Laura Seltzer: * to be installed at annual meeting 

 

 

 

The Friends look forward each summer to the Annual Meeting when we 
share with our members what has been accomplished and what we plan 
to do for the upcoming year.  The Friends membership approves our 
budget for the upcoming year and elects the slate of officers.  This event 
is usually accompanied by a dinner, door prizes and an opportunity to 
socialize with other members of the Friends.   

 

Unfortunately, this year we will not be able to meet in person for our 
Annual Meeting.  The Board is planning how we can best deliver this 
information to you and get your response.  While there won’t be food, we 
know we will figure out a way to have door prizes!  Please stay tuned as 
we plan our Annual Meeting for 2020. 

Annual Meeting 

 


